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blashphemer and the Sruthi is not the work of
Ingersoll ! By using this epithet the Upanishad is not
denying Truth any existence outside, but she means
to indicate that it is the subtlest Principle in us.
The grossest matter envelopment, the flesh-fleshy
body, is the outermost covering. Still within, as it
were, is the Prana (the Vital air), and certainly,
we know that the Prana is subtler than matter with
form: subtlety being measured always with a refer-
ence to its greater pervasiveness (Vyapakathwam).
Subtler than the Prana is the mind, since, if the
disturbances created by our Prana can influence a
larger area about us than the space occupied by our
body, the thought-disturbances which our minds can
create are certainly much more ! Thus the mind is
conceived of as residing in a deeper point within us
than the area covered by the Prana.
Compared with the Mind, Pratia and Body, we
have the still subtler, hence a deeper, point governed
by the intelligence; still deeper is the Bliss Sheath.
The Atman or the Truth, the Source of all life
in us, the Spark of the Divine Touch that vitalises,
controls and directs all the above mentioned five
sheaths, constituted merely of the inert matter, must
necessarily be the subtiest-of-the-subtle, hence occupy-
ing the holy of the holies in us. It is in this sense that
the Sruthi says here that the Truth or Atman resides
in the innermost recess* This is equivalent to saying
that water resides in ice and steam lies in the core of
the water.